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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice of Amendment 

In response to the amendment filed on October 19, 2006, amended claims 1-2; 
canceled claims 4, 6, 8, 12, 14-16, 18 and 20; and new claim 22 are acknowledged. 
The current rejections of the claims stand. The following new and reiterated grounds of 
rejection are set forth: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-3, 5, 7, 9-11, 13, 17, 19 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,066,089 to Costello et al. 

In regards to claim 1, Costello et al. disclose an endoscope apparatus 
comprising: an endoscope including an elongated flexible tube 1004 having flexibility 
such that a part of the flexible tube is inserted in at least an inspection object space (see 
Figs. 10a-b and 1 la-b); an endoscope apparatus main body 106 connected to the 
endoscope for use; and a flexible tube holding member 180 including a tip fixing portion 
1 82 to fix a tip of the flexible tube thereto, which is detachably attached to the 
endoscope apparatus main body and around which the flexible tube is wound to hold 
the flexible tube of which the tip is inserted in the tip fixing portion (see Fig. 1 and Col. 5, 
Lines 16-24 and Col. 9, Lines 10-22). 
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In regards to claim 2, Costello et al. disclose endoscope apparatus further 
comprising: a storage section 108 which stores the flexible tube holding member and 
which is detachably attached to the endoscope apparatus main body (see Fig. 1). 

In regards to claim 3, Costello et al. disclose endoscope apparatus, wherein the 
flexible tube comprises a head portion in which an optical system in an endmost 
position is incorporated, a curved portion capable of being bent/operated in a remote 
manner, and an elongated flexible tube portion (see Col. 1 , Lines 39-64). 

In regards to claim 5, Costello et al. disclose endoscope apparatus, wherein the 
flexible tube comprises the insertion portion, further a universal cable which has 
flexibility and which transmits an illuminating light and an electric signal, and an 
intermediate connecting portion which connects the insertion portion to the universal 
cable (see Figs. 1 1 a-b). 

In regards to claim 7, Costello et al. disclose endoscope apparatus, wherein the 
flexible tube comprises the insertion portion, further a universal cable which has 
flexibility and which transmits an illuminating light and an electric signal, an operation 
portion which connects the insertion portion to the universal cable and which controls an 
operation of the insertion portion, and a monitor portion which displays an image 
photographed by the head portion by operation of the operation portion and image 
information (see Figs. 1 , 1 1a-b and Col. 4, Lines 1-27). 

In regards to claims 9-10, Costello et al. disclose endoscope apparatus, 
wherein the storage section is a container 108 which contains the flexible tube holding 
member (see Fig. 1). 
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In regards to claim 11, Costello et al. disclose endoscope apparatus, wherein 
the flexible tube holding member has a rotatable drum 180 or bobbin shape which 
rotates the flexible tube with a defined diameter (see Figs. 1, 7 and 9). 

In regards to claim 13, Costello et al. disclose endoscope apparatus, wherein 
the flexible tube holding member comprises a rotary member around which the flexible 
tube is wound from a tip side (see Figs. 12a-b). 

In regards to claims 17 and 19, Costello et al. disclose endoscope apparatus, 
wherein the flexible tube holding member comprises a first fitting portion which is 
capable of engaging with and storing the intermediate connecting portion connecting the ' 
insertion portion to the universal cable and which has a concave shape (See Fig. 9). 

In regards to claim 21, Costello et al. disclose endoscope apparatus, wherein 
the storage section 108 comprises an engagement portion 180 which engages with the 
flexible tube and engages with the endoscope apparatus main body 106 and is 
integrally movable (see Fig. 1 ). 

In regards to claim 22, Costello et al. disclose endoscope apparatus, wherein 
the tip fixing portion 182 is provided on the outer peripheral surface of a cylindrical 
portion (see Fig. 1 and Col. 9, Lines 15-20). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed October 19, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant states that Costello does not disclose a tip fixing portion in which the tip 
portion of the flexible tube is fixed to the tip fixing portion and wound around the flexible 
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tube holding member. However, Costello clearly discloses a flexible tube holding 
member 180 including a tip fixing portion 182 to fix a tip of the flexible tube thereto, 
which is detachably attached to the endoscope apparatus main body and around which 
the flexible tube is wound to hold the flexible tube of which the tip is inserted in the tip 
fixing portion (see Fig. 1 and Col. 9, Lines 1 0-22). Thus, as broadly as claimed, 
Costello meets the limitations of the recited claims and the rejections stand. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply Is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew J. Kasztejna whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6086. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda CM. Dvorak can be reached on (571) 272-4764. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. f\ 
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